CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
in the Corbie document. I know that Krusch1 claims that Marculf 's
formula is simply copied from the Corbie diploma. He says, in a
jesting tone, that the royal officials never ate all that, and no doubt
he is right.2 On the other hand, we cannot suppose that Marculf
would have included a list containing all these spices in his formula
if such condiments had been rare. He must have regarded them as
condiments in general use, and this is all the more significant, as
he was writing in the North. Moreover, is it the fact that Marculf
merely copied the Corbie diploma ?3 It will be noted that he includes
supplies of meat as well as the goods that figure in the Corbie
document. And if he had merely copied the latter, why should
he have omitted any mention of papyrus ?4
In any case, the Corbie diploma and the conclusions to be
derived from it suffice to emphasize the essential importance of the
traffic in spices during the Merovingian epoch. And doubtless
what is true for Gaul is also true of the other shores of the
Tyrrhenian Sea.
Papyrus was another thing that came from the East, and of
which great quantities were consumed.5 Egypt had the monopoly
of furnishing the whole Empire with the writing material in
general use, parchment being reserved for special purposes. Now,
both after and before the invasions the art of writing was practised
throughout the West. It was a necessary constituent of social life.
The juridical and administrative life of the Empire, the very
1	krusch, Ursprung und Text von Markulfs Formelsammlung, nachrichten
VON DER GESELLSCHAFT DBR WISSENSCHAFTEN ZU GOTTINGEN, 1916, p. 256.
2	On the other hand, no spices are provided for in the diet of officials in
the Carolingian period. g. wattz, Deutsche Verfa$$ungsgeschichte> vol. IV,
and ed., p. 23.
3	sproemberg, Marculf und die Frankische Reichskanzlei, neues archiv.,
vol. 47,1927, p. 89, accepts krusch's point of view.
4	As far as spices are concerned, the commerce of the Merovingian epoch
bears a resemblance to the trade of the Italian cities from the i2th century
onwards. gregory of tours mentions that spices were sold by the merchants
of Paris. Hist. Franc., VI, 32.
5	h. PIRENNE, Le commerce du papyrus danfla Gaule mdrovingienne, comptes
RENDUS DBS  STANCES  DE  I/ACAD^MIE DBS  INSCRIPTIONS ET BELLES  LETftRBS,
928, pp. I78-I9I.
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